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 “Move the bus!” A bus full of food and 
supplies for the “Stuff the Bus” collection will 
be moved here at East Amwell. The sixth 
grade girl scout troop, #389 and the Peer 
Leaders have partnered up to create a food and 
supply collection like no other. 
 Girl Scout Troop #389 created the idea 
of “Stuff the Bus” for their Bronze Award 
Project. The troop members are: Sabrina 
Anderson, Hannah DeWaters, Jessica Fabiano, 
Theresa McBride, and Olivia Zengel. They are 
working with the Peer Leaders to involve the 
whole school and have a couple of extra hands. 
During the collection, boxes will be placed 
throughout the school for easy access to all 
grade levels. Once the boxes are filled, they 
will be “stuffed” on a bus! The East Amwell 
students and staff will cheer “Move the bus!” 
and it will be driven to the Flemington Food 
Pantry where the donations will be dropped 
off.  Miss Kulis, one of the Peer Leader 
directors states, “The Peer Leaders are going to 
be collecting food in the classrooms, helping to 
“stuff” the bus, and a couple of the Peer 
Leaders will be riding the bus to the 
Flemington Food Pantry and will help fill the 
shelves”.   The kick off of “Stuff the Bus” is 
April 2009. 
 East Amwell is creating a food and 

     Ready, set, test! The big New Jersey State 
Tests are soon arriving and East Amwell's third 
through eighth graders are going crazy trying  
to study for it. Luckily, I have a few tips and  
tricks up my sleeves that will lessen all the  
studying and headaches and will help you earn  
an A+ on this exam! To start off with, The NJ 
Ask isn’t really a test that you can study for  
because you're not completely positive of what  
questions will show up on it. So in order to be  
ready, ask your teachers if they could let you  
have some of the worksheets that you  
completed in the past that will most likely be  
on the test. Secondly, getting plenty of rest will  
make you alert and ready to go on the  
day of the test. Being tired or sick will not help  
you stay fully awake and focused. Eating a  
good, nutritious breakfast will give you lots of  
energy on the testing day as well.  
     Third and most importantly, practice 
your weaker testing areas and face them again. 
If you're having trouble in math or L.A, even 
science, study those particular subjects with 
books, private tutors, or simply confronting 
your teacher in his or her area of expertise. Try 
to avoid last minute tension. Think through all 
of the little details that will be on the test. 
Finally, don't practice for the test the day 
before it. Do something to keep you occupied 
with your friends.  Go to a movie, exercise, or 
whatever it takes to get you in a great piece of 
mind. Just follow my steps, and I guarantee 
that you will feel relaxed and at ease on the 
day of the NJ Ask. If you don't stress, you'll 
get an A+ on this test!  
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Technology is always advancing.  
Everyday, tons of new technological advances 
are made.  East Amwell decided it was time to 
get in on some of this new technology.  We are 
doing this through our new student website, 
Moodle. 
 The idea for this website came from 
Hunterdon Central Regional High School.  
They have been using a Moodle website  that 
students can use for some classes.  Students 
can do things like post projects on the site, chat 
about the class and assignments, view a 
calendar showing important upcoming dates 
and events, use website links to help with 
material in class, and see their homework 
assignments.  We took most of these features 
and put them into our own Moodle site.   
 Our site started out with just seventh 
and eighth grade Language Arts and Computer 
classes.  On Monday, March 23, however, the 
rest of the seventh and eighth grade teachers 
launched their Moodle sites.  Shortly 
thereafter, in April,  the sixth grade teachers 
added their sites.  Most of the teachers were 
excited to get their Moodle pages up and 
running.  Some are concerned that students 
may take advantage of their ability to access 
homework assignments and class information, 
but for the most part, there are good feelings 
towards Moodle.  A lot of the students were 
also looking forward to being able to access 
information for all of their classes on the web.  
“Moodle is a great site for students to get 
homework, extra credit information, and 
access to links that will help them be more 
knowledgeable about their school subjects,” 
says eighth grader Alyssa Applegate.  
 Using the Moodle website is not very 
difficult.  All you have to do is go to the East 
Amwell School website’s homepage.  Then, 
click on the Moodle link at the bottom of the 
page.  Once you get to the website, it will ask 
you to sign in.  All the sixth, seventh, and 
eighth graders have usernames and passwords.  
If you are not a middle school student, you can 
still sign in as a guest and have a look around. 
 

Guests won’t be able to use all of the features 
of the website but will get a good feel for what 
it’s like. 
 Technology keeps advancing, but we’re 
not going to let it get too far ahead of us.  The 
new website, Moodle, is helping us keep up.  It 
is simple to use and helps students easily keep 
up with their classes.  Moodle takes learning 
beyond the classroom which may be just what 
some students’ need. 
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  The Spring Drama Club performed the 
play Annie this spring.  Annie is a little red-
headed orphan who lives in an orphanage with 
a really cruel caretaker. She tries to find her 
true parents, but gets into some trouble along 
the way. 
 The Spring Drama club musical this 
year will be hard to compete with last year’s 
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.  
However, with Deena Cahill and Kristina 
Lachaga playing as the lead roles, Miss 
Hanigan and Annie, the musical was a clear 
success. 
 Mrs. Bily and Mrs. Hyatt ran the 
production. Every scheduled morning and 
afternoon, they helped the cast members 
rehearse their parts.   
 “It’s always fun seeing how the show 
comes together,” said Mrs. Bily. 
 The Drama Club opened on Tuesday 
April 7th at 7:00 P.M. in the auditorium.  The 
play was attended by many proud parents, 
grandparents, and students. 
 “I feel that Mrs. Bily and Mrs. Hyatt 
picked out a great wonderful play for this 
year,” says another student, Steven Bain, an 8th 
grader. 
 The drama club also included 
kindergarteners in their play.  They sang 
“N.Y.C.” and “It’s a Hard Knock Life.” 
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 Many other students had a lot of fun  
learning a lot about the Earth too. “I feel that 
we’re taking a stand against global warming and 
it’s teaching us all to go green!” says Annie.  
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“Corned Bread!” said Mathew LaVallee, Grade 
6 
 
“McDonald’s St. Paty’s Day Shake. It’s 
amazing!” said Tim Cosma, Grade 7 
 
“Everything” said Shannon Bailey, Grade 4 
 
“Ham” said Ryan Glinane, Grade 3 
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How many words, at least 3 letters in 

length, can you me out of the phrase April 
Flowers?  Use the space below to form as many 
as your can! 
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Hello/Good Morning= Bonjour 

Good Night= Bonsoir 

How are you?= Comment allez vous? 

1= un 
2= deux 
3= trios 
4= quatre 
5= cinq 
6= six 
7= Sept 
8= huit 
9= neuf 
10= dix 
 
Happy Birthday= Bon Anniversaire 

Yes= oui 

No= non 

Thank you= merci 

Please= S'il vous plait 

Goodbye= Adieu or Au revoir 

 

“Go Green!” “Reuse!” These are 
some of the many sayings that people have 
been using on their Earth Day banners. “I 
think we’re doing it to raise awareness of 
global warming and to help decorate for the 
big Earth Day celebration!” says Annie 
Hajek, a seventh grader making one of the 
banners. Students in the 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grades took any recyclables they could get to 
make amazing Earth Day signs. Erica 
Ammann, for example, made the entire sign 
out of soda tabs! Another example is that 
Katie Haney is gluing soda cans together to 
write “Go green or go home!” “It’s fun to 
make the banners!” said Sara Galik. 
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Every year kids and parents see tables lined up 
in the 7th and 8th grade hallways. On top of 
them, bright and colorful are the displays for 
the 7th Grade Science Fair Projects. Starting in 
early March, the 7th graders started by simply 
picking their topics. From then, they did a lot.  

There is a lot to do for these projects. 
The 7th graders worked independently. 
Everything is either worked on in school or at 
home. Just by looking at them, you can see that 
they take a lot of time and effort. 
Accompanying each display will be an 
assortment of materials. First of all, there is a 
lab write-up. This is a summary of the 
experiment, the process, the data, the 
conclusion, and other information.  

Next, there is a lab notebook. In here is 
all of the prep, all of the data, and everything 
else that was done and put into making and 
completing these experiments. Also, alongside 
the display, the lab write-up, and the lab 
notebook are the materials used to do the 
experiments. They could be the finished result, 
containers, or anything else used within the 
project. 

The first step in the scientific process is 
the research. The students had to research 
different problems or experiments they could 
do. Each experiment had to prove something. 
It isn’t just done to see who could build a 
volcano or something.  

Next, they had to make a hypothesis. A 
hypothesis is a prediction. The students have to 
predict the outcome, or the result, of the 
experiment. Scientists do this with their work 
all the time. After the hypothesis was made, 
the preparation section was done. The next step 
is performing the actual experiment. 

The experiment is the ‘body’ section of 
the whole project process. Kids work on this 
part mostly at home. There is an assortment of 
ideas they came up with. There were 
experiments with foods, technology, 
sunscreen, and more. There are many ideas 
that were very creative.  

During the experiments the students 
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During the experiments the students had to 
put all of their observations and data into their 
logbooks given to them by Mrs. Beasty.  The 
information includes measurements, comparisons, 
day by day growth or differences, and much more. 
When all the data was completed, students put it 
into easily readable charts and graphs. 

After all the data is analyzed, or studied, 
the students formed a conclusion. The experiment 
should show a result. After comparing the actual 
results and the hypothesis made earlier in the 
process, they made a conclusion of the results and 
the solution to the experiment or problem. 

The second to last step is making the lab 
write up. Then it is time to make the display.  The 
displays are basically summaries of each student’s 
experiments put in a large, creative format. They 
have photos, some data, results, and a lot more.  

The experiments were graded by Mrs. 
Beasty, but they are judged by real scientists. The 
experiments will be judged on accuracy, methods, 
creativity and more. The 7th graders had a blast 
doing these projects. Who knew you could have 
fun doing scientific experiments? 
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On March 6th, 2009 the 7th & 8th grade 

hallways were lined with invention after 
invention. This exciting event was a day that 
most 8th graders will not forget! After weeks of 
preparing, working hard, and putting in lots of 
effort, students took part in an invention contest 
that Mrs. Beasty, the 7th & 8th grade science 
teacher, holds every year for the 8th graders.  
 
 
Continued on page 5 



8th Grade Science Fair continued… 

 
 

 The process all started weeks ago when 
the judges came in to talk with the 8th grade 
students about this project. They went through a 
slide show and talked about a series of steps we 
must follow. Mr. Beck and Mr. Krystek 
stressed the importance of putting lots of effort 
into the PowerPoint presentation.  
 The 8th graders started the process with 
brainstorming a few ideas. After they picked 
their favorite ideas they began a long process of 
researching it. Every 8th grader searched 
through search engines to make sure that their 
invention was open and available. 
 After the research, students created a 
survey to hand out to other students. The survey 
held questions about their invention they 
wanted others to answer. After they collected 
all the data, they made a graph representing it. 
Students had to then display all the data, 
research, and surveys on their backboards. 
Afterward, the students created a prototype. 
 On the final day of inventions, all the 8th 
grade class gathered around to watch and 
present inventions. The 8th graders worked very 
hard, and in return there was a wonderful 
outcome. David Goldstein won first place with 
his air-soft bow, and Brett Durborow and Chris 
Cosma came in a close second with their Quake 
and Wake Mattress. Many other students also 
won awards. 
 "I thought it was very fun and it was 
worth the hard work! It took a lot of effort, but 
the whole invention day was fun and I am very 
happy with 2nd place!” stated Brett Durborow 
when asked what he thought of the overall 
invention process. Another year with a well-
done invention convention! 
  

Horton the elephant heard a small noise. 
It was all of East Amwell reading with poise! 
We all sat down for D.E.A.R. time, and Horton 
heard us from far, far away! He was jealous of 
us. He wanted to read too, but instead he sat 
down and cried boo-hoo… 
 Every year we dedicate one week to Dr. 
Seuss, who happens to be one of the most well-
known writers of children books. East Amwell 
has exciting activities to do every day of the 
week. On Monday, March 2,  we were lucky 
enough to have guest readers visit and read to 
the elementary classes. The pre-school, first 
grade, and second grade teachers created 
rotations all revolving around Dr. Seuss which 
the students enjoyed on the 3rd. Throughout 
Wednesday, Darol Cob presented to grades pre-k 
through fifth. Thursday, every student and 
teacher in East Amwell Township School was 
involved in the D.E.A.R (drop everything and 
read) program. We kicked off the end of our 
special week with a day where everyone was 
able to dress up as their favorite character (from 
their favorite books)! 
     The second grade also made a bulletin 
board about everyone’s favorite Dr. Seuss book. 
Ms. Kulis had the pleasure of reading them 
Green Eggs and Ham in Spanish. As you can 
see, not only do children get excited about Read 
Across America week, but the teachers get very 
animated too. Some teachers were so dedicated 
that they dressed up on Friday along with the 
kids. The week is fun filled and is looked 
forward to all year round. Dr. Seuss would 
definitely be grateful for everyone’s hard work 
in putting it together… 
 Fox and his Sox saw Horton all sad. So 
he came over and tried to make him glad. He 
told him, “Don’t you boo-hoo. You can come, 
and read too!” So he came and he read, heard a 
story or two, he even heard one about Cindy Lou 
Hoo. So if you came and you read, then you 
heard what they said. They said, “Read, it is fun, 
it is fun, fun, fun, fun!” You’ll be glad, no not 
sad, just go ask your dad. Miss Della Penna can 
help choose a book if you wish, like Cat in the 
Hat or a book about fish. 
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